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Birthplace of Route 66 Festival 

 
 

August 10-11, 2018 

Birth of the Mother Road 
U.S. 66, also known as Route 66, the Mother Road, the 
Main Street of America, and the Will Rogers Highway, 
was officially named “U.S. 66,” via telegram at a 
meeting of highway officials in Springfield, Missouri on 
April 30, 1926. Calvin Coolidge was President, 
Prohibition was still in full swing, motion pictures were 
a year away from becoming “talkies,” and Henry Ford 
had just lowered the price of the automobile. The stage 
was set for what would become not only the country’s 
first cross-country highway, but an enduring piece of 
Americana that travelers from around the world still 
yearn to experience. In 1992, on the Mother Road’s 
66th anniversary, the Route 66 Association of Missouri 
designated Springfield as the official Birthplace of 
Route 66 with a placard, now located on the east side of 
Park Central Square 
 

Birthplace of Rte66 Festival Attendees/Participants 

Bud Janes  
Larry & Helen Fortner 1957 Chevy 210 HT 

Dennis & Norma Taube 1964 Red Chevy Impala 
Tom & Barbara Trosper and son Scott 1933 Ford  

Dan & Mary Kuhn 1957 Chevy HT 

  

 
 

The Birthplace of Route 66 Festival was everything that 
was promoted in the news media. Vintage. Classic. 
Antique. However you call them, if you enjoy historic 
vehicles, you don't want to miss this big, two-day car 
show featuring hundreds of vehicles in numerous classes. 
Taking place in and around the Park Central Square area 
of downtown Springfield, there were cars and trucks that 
enthused everyone. We hope you were able to take in 
Motorcycle Village, along with parades, music, and 
exhibits. 
Darryll Starbird and one of his cars, a singing Santa from 
Melbourne, Australia, Pogo Fred, bands,  and a multitude 
of food/merchandise vendors were in attendance.  
 
There was enough rain on Friday to wet everything.  Still 
they were able to get in about half the parade. 
 
Larry Fortner and other club members were parked on 
the square in front of the Heer’s Building around to the 
Fox Theater. These spots were in an ideal location to 
watch the festivities.  Two of the car club street rods were 
parked in the Shrine Mosque. 

 

 
 

Classic Chevy Club was formed in 1972 for 
the enjoyment, preservation, and restoration of 
Classic Chevy’s.   Members need not own a 

car, but a sincere interest is requested. 
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Bobby & Robin Goss Orange 1956 Chevy 

Johnny & Beverly Cox Red 1957 Chevy HT 
Dennis & Mary Partlo 1955 Chevy Pink Panther* 

Jack & Donna Wernet 1931 Ford Coupe 
Jake & Pam Lollar  1934 Ford Coupe 

Jim & Donna Meyer 1938 Humpback Ford 
Charles & Diana Mahaffey 1961 Chevy Impala 

Dave Eslick 1957 Chevy Red Nomad 
John & Donna Baird 1963 Split Window Corvette 

Walt Kruger 1956 Chevy Panel Wagon 
Jess & Glenna Tomlin 1957 Chevy 

C.L. & Mollie Carter 1953 Chevy Pick Up 
Dave Walters 1955 Chevy HT 

Yvonna Davis 1957 Chevy Convertible 
 

Club News from the Festival 

Larry Fortner accepted a plaque of appreciation for the 
club from NSRA at the awards ceremony on the Sachs’ 
Motorcycle Village stage. Walt Kruger, Missouri NSRA 
State Representative wrote “It was a honor to present 
this award at the Rte.66 Springfield's Show on Saturday 
August 11. A well-deserved award to our club for the 
many years of dedicated service to Classic Chevy's in 
Missouri” A BIG thanks from Walt and the NSRA. 
 
Dennis Taube won a $100.00 gift certificate from Bass 
Pro at Route 66 Festival. 
 
Jake Lollar and C.L. Carter both won a top twenty 
award. 
 
Charles McHaffey delivered coffee and donuts to 
everyone.  This was an appreciated surprise. 
 
Springfield News-Leader: Letters to the Editor for August 

26, 2018 

 
Birthplace of Route 66 Festival 2018 
Thank you, Springfield, for the great turnout 
As a Birthplace of Route 66 Festival Springfield, 
Missouri, founder, it was encouraging and exciting to 
have the participation for the eighth annual festival. It 
was great that we had over 600 cars from all over the 
country, more than 4,000 motorcycles from as far away 

 
McKay’s Dari Crème Car Show, Jasper, MO 

Jake Lollar Won Best of Show and People’s Choice 
awards at McKay’s 35th Anniversary car show. Event 
took place of July 21. 
 

PerfecTint Take Down 

This car & bike show commenced at 4:00 pm on July 28. 
Bobby Goss and Carl Schmachtenberger attended and 
won some recognition. 

Carl for Best Interior 
Bobby for Best Engine 

 
Nixa Church of the Nazarene Max Arnold Memorial Car 

Show 

Cool cars, free food, games—it was all at the Nixa 
Church of the Nazarene’s Max Arnold Memorial Car 
Show.  The show was part of Faith, Family and Fun Day 
August 18. The event, which was free and open to the 
public, featured a classic and hot rod car show, 
hamburgers and hot dogs, games and inflatables for kids 
to enjoy and even some giveaways.   
 
Max and Sue’s 1955 Chevy blue/white convertible was to 
be showcased but was being re-restored and wasn’t there.  
Sue Arnold is a Lifetime Member of the Classic Chevy 
Club. She was busy flipping hamburgers for those who 
attended. 
Other club members in attendance were  

Jess and Melinda Owen 
Dennis and Norma Taube 
Donna and Jim Meyer 
Jess Tomlin 
Dave Walters and Yvonna Davis 

 
Dennis won a certificate for free pizza 
Dennis also won a car maintenance bucket of goodies as 
a door prize 
Jess & Melinda won a lady’s bucket of goodies as a door 
prize 
Jess & Melinda won the Judges Trophy 
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as Australia and nearly 60,000 spectators from all over 
the world, making this the best festival yet! Thanks to 
Aaron Sachs and Associates, KY3, the city of 
Springfield and the West Central Neighborhood 
Alliance. The New Car Dealers of the Ozarks Branson 
Experience Stage continues to be a hit. Each year we 
add something different to up our game. This year’s 
barbecue competition, the great music and motorcycle 
demonstrations, having Daryl Starbird and his car in the 
Shrine Mosque along with the Oreo 1953 Buick and 
several local classic rides was pretty “cool.” The Old 
Glass Place Route 66 Exhibit Hall, coordinated by 
Glenda Pike, offered an air-conditioned place to see and 
visit with different Route 66 authors, collectors and 
associations. 
But, the most exciting thing for me was the 300 cars 
that stayed in the parade and the nearly 1,000 spectators 
that braved the biggest rain storm we have had in 
months, standing under any overhang or umbrella to 
watch the parade and cheer us on. This would only 
happen in Springfield, Missouri, a real classic car and 
Route 66 town. I want to thank each and every one of 
you, and I look forward to seeing you next year for an 
even bigger and more exciting festival. 
David J. Eslick, festival founder, Springfield 
Note: Dave & Nancy Eslick are Classic Chevy Club 
members 

56th Annual Willard Freedom Fest 

For 50+ years the City of Willard has hosted one of the 
largest 4th of July celebrations in the area. Continuing 
the tradition, the 56th annual celebration was held in 
Jackson Street Park. Freedom Fest was packed full of 
food, fun, and fireworks! 
 
Wayne Bruffey won first in class trophy at the event’s 
car show. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Been There Done That 

 

 
 

Club Meeting and Election of  Officers 

About sixty club members were shoehorned into the 
Story Room in the Library Center. Dues were paid in 
order to participate in the voting for new club officers.  If 
you weren’t at the meeting and want to pay your dues, 
please mail your $24.00 check to Classic Chevy Club, P.O. 
Box 1011, Springfield, Mo, 65808. 

Election of New Officers 

Nominations for new officers were proposed at the July 
meeting. The nominations were presented on the 19th and 
were seconded. Voting preceded and the following 
members were selected.  Congratulations to the new 
leadership team.  

Office Nominee 

President  Larry Fortner 

Vice President Bobby Goss 

Secretary Helen Fortner 

Treasurer Donna Baird 

Eckler’s State Rep Wendell Royster 

Sergeant at Arms Johnny Cox 

Bowtie Editor Dave Walters 

Activities Committee Norma Taube 

 
Heart felt appreciation was given to Dennis Taube for his 
work and leadership.  Dennis wished to share that 
adulation with his officers. 
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4th Annual Branson West Business Association (BWBA) 

This car show for early risers.  About 100 cars 
attended the show in Branson West. There were 
merchandise / information vendors, food vendors, 
kids’ area with inflatables, silent auction, goodie bags, 
and live music all day.  Jake Lollar, Yvonna Davis, and 
Dave Walters attended from the club.  Jake Lollar won 
a top twenty award. 
 

Cruisin’ USA Cruise In 

August 18 attendees included Dennis and Norma 
Taube, Walt Kruger, Dave Walters and Yvonna Davis, 
Larry and Helen Fortner, and Jess and Glenna Tomlin. 
Former members Dave & Jean Deason were there, too 
We enjoyed sitting in the shade and relaxing.  By the 
way, Dennis did not win anything at this event. But we 
did capture him dancing with Norma, as a song was 
played especially to honor their Anniversary. Other 
couple dancing were former club members Dave & Jean 
Deason. 
The club met again on August 25. Dennis and Norma 
Taube, Dave Walters and Yvonna Davis, Jim & Donna 
Meyer, and Dave and Jean Deason cruised in. 
 

Steak ‘n Shake 

A number Classic Car Club members were in 
attendance of August 4 at the Steak ‘n Shake at the 
corner of S Glenstone and Cinderella. They were Bobby 
Goss, Charles Mahaffey, Johnny Cox, Carl 
Schmachtenberger, Yvonna Davis, and Dave Walters. 

 

What movie in 1986 had this quote? 
“If you had access to a car like this, would you take it 
back right away? Neither would I.” 

 (Answer on page 6) 

 

 

 
New Members 

New members joined the club.  They are Ed and Brenda 
Slama from Branson West and Dennis and Mary Partlo 
of Louisburg. Welcome!! 
 

DINNER-OUT NIGHT 

is the 4th MONDAY OF THE MONTH – August 27  
We will meet again at Jose Loco’s, at 300 E. Battlefield at 
6:00 pm. 

September  & October Events - Missouri 

Event Location Date 

Evangel Temple Royal 
Run/Rides 

Springfield 1-Sep 

Labor Council (Fassnight 
Park) 

Springfield 3-Sep 

50th Anniversary of the Big 
Mac Cruise-In 

Springfield  7-Sep 

Ridgecrest Baptist Church Springfield 8-Sep 

Gearhead Ministries Springfield Cancelled 

Country Days Bolivar 8-Sep 

American Iron Car Club 
Show 

El Dorado 
Springs 

1-Sep 

Show Me Shake Up Branson 8-Sep 

Shakin' in the Shell Fest 
Shell 
Knob 

14-Sep 
15-Sep 

Least of These (Friends In 
Deed) 

Nixa Cancelled 

Street Machine Nationals Springfield Discontinued 

Black Walnut Festival Stockton Not this year 

Shepherd of the Hills 
Show ‘n Shine Car Show Branson 

14-Sep 
15-Sep 

 

Event Location Date 

Drew Summers Memorial Marshfield 6-Oct 

Aurora Auto Fest Aurora 6-Oct 

Apple Butter Making Festival Mt. Vernon 13-Oct 

Rick’s OTC Car Show Springfield 13-Oct 

Branson Auction Branson 20-Oct 

Maple Leaf Festival Carthage 20-Oct 

Monster Mash Fun Run 
Mountaineer 
Swap Meet 

6-Oct 

Calvary Baptist Church Fall 
Carnival Republic 27-Oct 

Classic Rumble Branson 13-Oct 

Cruise to the Spring Lebanon 14-Oct 
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Lamar Fair Car Show 

Jake Lollar was the club’s lone representative at the 
Lamar venue. As Jake said in his email “.....great show 
and even better Chicken Mary’s lunch. ….took runner 
up in modified class 1900 to 1934 class.” Congrats!!!! 

Dinner Outing Smith’s Restaurant and  

Museum – Collins, MO 

Plans are in the works for a dinner outing to Smith’s 
restaurant in Collins, set for Saturday, September 8. 
Great home cooked food and pies. A tour of the car 
museum is included. 
9:00 am is our departure time from the Dollar General 
Store located at N Highway H and E Valley Water Mill 
Rd.  Smith’s will have a buffet set up for the club. Cost 
is $12.00 per person.  The museum is free since we are 
eating lunch. The Marshfield Cruise-In is also on 
September 8 @ 5:00 pm but we will be back in time to 
make that event. 

 

 

 
Car Nuts 

Bair’s Sports Grill - the 2nd Tuesday of each month a 
group of “car nuts” meet for dinner at 3821 S. Campbell, 
Springfield. Come join us at 5:00 on September 11. 

 

CHRISTMAS PARTY 

Thursday, December 13 at Fork and Spoon in 
Springfield.   

Fork and Spoon is part of the Knights of Columbus 
organization.  Located at 2340 W. Grand St.  Copy the 
following web address into your browser for more 
information. Patty Wingo is the chef/owner. 

  https://patty-wingo.squarespace.com/ 

From the Editor 

The Bowtie Editor is always looking for ways to improve 
the format and content of the newsletter. Any comments 
are welcomed.  News about past (participants/trophies) 
happenings, upcoming car shows, or events are certainly 
appreciated. 
 

Contact Or 

Dave Walters 
913-544-4283 
dave.walters.pr@gmail.com 

Yvonna Davis 
417-849-1475 
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Rockbridge Missouri Road Trip 

October 13 is being discussed for our October road trip 
to Rockbridge, MO. 
Rockbridge is an unincorporated community in 
northern Ozark County, Missouri. It is the site of an old 
mill on spring fed Spring Creek a tributary of Bryant 
Creek, which still houses the post office. Rockbridge is 
south of Ava. 
There are lots of activities, casual dining, trout farm, and 
more.   
Copy this link into your browser: rockbridgemo.com 
for the details. 
 

THE 25th ANNIVERSARY FALL FOLIAGE TOUR 

November 9-11, 2018, at Wyandotte, Oklahoma. If you 
think you will be able to join this tour, you should make 
hotel reservations at River Bend Casio, 100 Jackpot 
Place, Wyandotte, OK..  Reservations must be made by 
October 29 in order to get special rate of $99.00 plus 
8% tax. Call for reservations at (918) 678-4946.  Ask for 
group reservations “Classic Chevy Group” or Block 
#9828. 

DON’T FORGET - NEXT MEETINGS 

– at the Library Center on Campbell, will be September 
16 and October 21     

 

  
 
 

 
 

Dinner Night Out – Jose Loco’s – August 27 

Our club packed Jose Loco’s on August 27. Twenty-six 
members squeezed in.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

Answer::Ferris Buellar’s Day Off 
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September-October 
 

Happy Anniversary to You Two 

September Name October Name 

2 Harold & Gretchen Richart 5 Junior & Donna Eagon 

3 Scott & Louise Krepps 5 Jim & Donna Meyer 

25 Sid & Mary Ann Smith 26 Jess & Glenna Tomlin 

30 Darrell & Carrol Stepp 28 Larry & Helen Fortner 

    

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday to You, Too 

September Name October Name 

1 Charles McKenzie 4 Fred Peck 

7 Mary Kuhn 6 Don Sunderland 

8 Wayne Bair 8 Judy Bruton 

11 Bobby  Goss 8 Donna Meyer 

15 Norma Taube 11 Gene Putman 

18 Donna Baird 18 Barb Trosper 

18 Yvonna Davis 24 Nancy Eslick 

21 Myrtle St John   

28 Helen Fortner   

28 Carrol Stepp   
 

 
 

  
2018 / 2019 Officers 

President 
Larry Fortner 
417-374-7363 
417-880-4989 

1h1097@att.com 

Vice President 
Bobby Goss 
417-569-4158 

 
daddiochevy@sbcglobal.net 

Secretary 
Helen Fortner 
417-374-7363 
417-839-2901 

1h1097@att.net 

Treasurer 
Donna Baird 
417-841-7384  

 

dbaird1111@yahoo.com 

Bowtie Editor 
Dave Walters 
913-544-4283 

dave.walters.pr@gmail.com 

Eckler’s State Rep 
Wendell Royster 

417-883-6541 
Jwrcameo5@att.net 

Sergeant of Arms 
Johnny Cox 
417-732-7543 

Rockin.horse@att.net 

Activities Committee 
Norma Taube 
417-209-6197 

normaleet@yahoo.com 
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 Corner 

For the Record 

Classic Chevy Club was formed in 1972 for the 
enjoyment, preservation and restoration of 
Classic Chevy’s.  Members need not own a car, 
but a sincere interest is requested. Dues are 
$24.00 a year, payable in August, but are pro-
rated at $2.00 per month, if you join after 
August.  

Scheduled meeting dates for the balance of 
2018 are: September 16 and October 21, unless 
we have an event planned or date change. Club 
meeting dates in 2019 are April 21, May 19,  
June 9, July 14, August, 18, September 15, and 
October 20 
Meetings are held at the  
 Library Center – Auditorium  
 4653 S Campbell Ave 
 Springfield, MO  

N
o

r
m

a
’s

                            
 
 
 

 
 

Always keep our great country and our military in your 
prayers. 

 

The Lord is gracious and merciful; slow to 

anger and abounding in steadfast love. Psalm 

145:8 
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Photo Gallery – Steak ‘n Shake August 4, 2018 

 

 

Steak ‘n Shake August 4 - Bobby’s 56 

 

 

 

Steak ‘n Shake August 4 – Carl’s 59  

and Dave’s 1943 Thumb 

 

 

Steak ‘n Shake August 4 – Johnny’s 57 
 

 

Steak ‘n Shake August 4 – Charles’ 61 
 
 

 

 

Steak ‘n Shake August 4 – Dave’s 55 
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Photo Gallery – Birthplace of Route 66 Festival August 10-11, 2018 

Birth of the Mother Road 
U.S. 66, also known as Route 66, the Mother Road, the 
Main Street of America, and the Will Rogers Highway, 
was officially named “U.S. 66,” via telegram at a meeting 
of highway officials in Springfield, Missouri on April 30, 
1926. Calvin Coolidge was President, Prohibition was 
still in full swing, motion pictures were a year away from 
becoming “talkies,” and Henry Ford had just lowered the 
price of the automobile. The stage was set for what 
would become not only the country’s first cross-country 
highway, but an enduring piece of Americana that 
travelers from around the world still yearn to experience. 
In 1992, on the Mother Road’s 66th anniversary, the 
Route 66 Association of Missouri designated Springfield 
as the official Birthplace of Route 66 with a placard, now 
located on the east side of Park Central Square 

 

 

 

 

Jake Lollar 

 

 

Jack & Donna Wernet’s 1931 Ford Coupe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John & Donna Baird’s 1963 Corvette 
Shown in the Shrine Mosque 
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Photo Gallery – Birthplace of Route 66 Festival August 10-11, 2018 

 

 

 

 

Larry & Helen Fortner’s 1957 Chevy 

 

 

Tom & Barbara Trosper’s 1933 Ford 

 

 

Charles & Diana Mahaffey’s 1961 Chevy 

 

 

Dennis Partlo’s 1955 Chevy 

 

 

Jake & Pam Lollar’s 1934 Ford 
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Photo Gallery – Birthplace of Route 66 Festival August 10-11, 2018 

 

 

Walt Kruger’s 1956 Sedan Delivery 

 

 

 

 

Johnny & Beverly Cox’s 1957 

 

 

Johnny & Beverly Cox 

 

 

Jim & Donna Meyer’s 1938 Ford 

 

 

Yvonna Davis’ 1957 Chevrolet 
Shown in the Shrine Mosque 
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Photo Gallery – Birthplace of Route 66 Festival August 10-11, 2018 

 

 

Dave Walters’ 1955 Chevy 

 

 

Don & Mary Kuhn’s 1957 Chevy 

 

 

Charles Mahaffey resting after he graciously 
delivered coffee and donuts to everyone.   

 

 

Bobby & Robin Goss’ 1956 Chevy 

 

 

Dennis & Norma Taube’s 1964 Chevy 

 

Mother Road Length 
(1926 Alignment) 

California 314 

Arizona 401 

New Mexico 487 

Texas 186 

Oklahoma 432 

Kansas 13 

Missouri 317 

Illinois 301 

Total 2,448 
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Photo Gallery – Branson West Business Association Car Show August 18, 2018 

 

 

Flag at BWBA Car Show 

 

 

Jake Lollar’s 34 Ford 3-window coupe 

 

 

Jake Lollar and Yvonna Davis 

 

 

Dave Walters’ 55 Chevy HT 
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Photo Gallery – Nixa Church of the Nazarene Car Show August 18, 2018 

 

 

Jess & Melinda’s 32 Ford 3-Window Coupe 

 

 

Jess & Melinda’s with Judge’s Award 

 

 

Jim & Donna Meyer’s 38 Ford Humpback 

 

 

Jim & Donna Meyer’s 38 Ford Humpback 

 

 

 

Jess Tomlin, Dennis Taube, and Sue Arnold 

 

 

 

 

 

Dave Walters’ 55 Chevy HT 
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Photo Gallery – Cruisin’ USA August 18, 2018 

 

 

Dennis & Norma Taube Dancing 

Along With Dave & Jean Deason (Former Club 
Members) 

 

 

Walt Kruger 

 

 
Dennis & Norma Taube Dancing 

 

 

Photo Gallery – Membership Meeting August 19, 2018 

 

       

 

 

Walt Kruger NSRA Missouri State Representative Presents NSRA Award to Larry Fortner 
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Car Show Flyers – September & October 2018 
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Car Show Flyers – September & October 2018 
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Car Show Flyers – September & October 2018 
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Car Show Flyers – September & October 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


